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The equipmentThe equipment

OtoscopeOtoscope
Light and batteryLight and battery
SpeculumSpeculum
Pneumatic bulbPneumatic bulb



Examination TechniqueExamination Technique

Positioning:  patient Positioning:  patient vsvs examiner:examiner:
–– Comfortable seatingComfortable seating
–– Turning head on shouldersTurning head on shoulders
–– HeightHeight
–– ClosenessCloseness

Straightening canalStraightening canal
BulbBulb



Dealing with waxDealing with wax

Seldom obstructive:     Seldom obstructive:     tympanometrytympanometry
conductive h. lossconductive h. loss

““TeasingTeasing”” it outit out
Syringing:Syringing: equipmentequipment

patiencepatience
first fill canalfirst fill canal
dissolving itdissolving it



The Normal DrumThe Normal Drum



Traumatic perforation of Traumatic perforation of 
the eardrum:the eardrum:

The dry The dry 
perforation:perforation:
–– Avoid infectionAvoid infection
–– DonDon’’t fiddlet fiddle
–– DonDon’’t syringet syringe
–– DonDon’’t give dropst give drops
–– High rate of healingHigh rate of healing

The wet The wet 
perforation:perforation:
–– Needs referringNeeds referring



The The otitisotitis medias:medias:

The Chronic The Chronic SuppurativeSuppurative OtitisOtitis MediasMedias
Acute Acute OtitisOtitis MediaMedia
““OtitisOtitis media with effusionmedia with effusion””//””Serous Serous 
OtitisOtitis MediaMedia””//””Middle Ear Middle Ear 
EffusionEffusion””//””Glue EarGlue Ear””



The The otitisotitis medias:medias:
The Chronic The Chronic SuppurativeSuppurative OtitisOtitis MediasMedias

Runny ear (Runny ear (otorrhoeaotorrhoea))

–– 3 causes: Intermittent:3 causes: Intermittent: infected perforationinfected perforation
Relentless:Relentless: cholesteatomacholesteatoma

TBTB
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The The otitisotitis medias:medias:

Acute Acute OtitisOtitis MediaMedia
–– Ear painEar pain
–– Inflamed (red) drumInflamed (red) drum



The The otitisotitis medias:medias:

““OtitisOtitis media with media with 
effusioneffusion””
//””Serous Serous OtitisOtitis MediaMedia””
//””Middle Ear EffusionMiddle Ear Effusion””
//””Glue EarGlue Ear””
–– No drainageNo drainage
–– Intact drumIntact drum
–– ““SterileSterile”” fluid behind fluid behind 

drumdrum
–– Variable appearance of Variable appearance of 

drumdrum
–– Mod. Mod. CondCond. H. Loss. H. Loss
–– TympanometryTympanometry
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The The otitisotitis medias:medias:

The Chronic The Chronic SuppurativeSuppurative OtitisOtitis MediasMedias
Acute Acute OtitisOtitis MediaMedia
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Ear pain with a normal Ear pain with a normal 
drum:drum:

Referred ear pain:Referred ear pain:
–– Jaw jointJaw joint
–– TeethTeeth
–– Mouth and throatMouth and throat
–– Glands in the neckGlands in the neck



““FunnyFunny--looking eardrums:looking eardrums:

TympanosclerosisTympanosclerosis
RetractionsRetractions
Adhesive Adhesive otitisotitis
mediamedia
OtherOther
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