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Profile 

Johann de Villiers graduated in Engineering from Stellenbosch University in 1976, arguably the most 
impractical person ever to do so. While working in the manufacturing industry he completed an MBA 
part-time (also at Stellenbosch, 1980). He then combined his engineering and MBA backgrounds to 
work first at the Industrial Development Corporation in Johannesburg and then at a techno-
economic consulting firm in Pretoria. He transferred from the real world to academic life when he 
was appointed as lecturer in the Department of Business Economics at the University of the 
Witwatersrand in 1984. While at Wits, he completed his PhD, spent a sabbatical working as Research 
Manager for the Financial Services Board in Pretoria, obtained the Chartered Financial Analyst 
qualification, and was appointed as the Liberty Life Professor of Finance and Investment in 1994. In 
1997, he moved to Stellenbosch University as a professor in the Department of Business 
Management. At Stellenbosch he served as Chair of the Department of Business Management (2001 
and 2002), Part-time Associate Dean (2002), Acting Dean (2003) and then as Dean of the Faculty of 
Economic and Management Sciences (2004 to 2014). After serving his time in academic 
administration, he returned to the Department of Business Management where he spreads good 
cheer, cooperates with colleagues and students in research projects, and lectures in Investment 
Management. 

Education 

Year Degree Field of study Academic institution 
2014 PGDip Sustainable Development Stellenbosch University 
1994 CFA Financial Analysis CFA Institute, Charlottesville, Virginia, 

USA 
1988 PhD Financial Modelling University of the Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg 
1980 MBA Finance Stellenbosch University 
1976 BEng Chemical Engineering Stellenbosch University 

Academic career  

• November 1984 to April 1997: Department of Business Economics, University of the 
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. Lecturer, Senior Lecturer, Liberty Life Professor of Finance 
and Investment. 

• Since May 1997: Department of Business Management, Stellenbosch University. Professor. 
• January 2003 to March 2004: Faculty of Economic and Management Sciences. Acting Dean. 
• April 2004 to January 2014: Faculty of Economic and Management Sciences. Dean. 

Professional career/experience 

• February to August 1977: National Institute for Metallurgy. Research Project. 



• September 1977 to March 1981: Bakke Industries, Paarl. Production Manager: Styrene 
Polymerisation. 

• April 1981 to January 1983: Industrial Development Corporation, Johannesburg.  Member of 
teams that investigated loan applications. Also participated in the Corporation's own project 
on viability studies. 

• February 1983 to October 1984: Louis Heyl Associates, Pretoria. Techno-economic contract 
research consisting of feasibility studies, plant location studies, and industrial market 
research. 

Membership of scientific and professional organisations 

• Member of the CFA Institute 

Contact details 

+27 (0)21 808 2214 
+27 (0)21 808 2026 (Departmental secretary) 
judv@sun.ac.za 
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